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much longer and weary distance has to be covered
before we can behold Swaraj in its glorious majesty.
Every Congressman has to ask himself what he has done
towards the attainment of economic equality,

14. KISANS

The programme is not exhaustive. Swaraj is a
mighty structure. Eighty crores of hands have to
work at building it. Of these kisans, i.e. the peasantry
are the largest part. In fact, being the bulk of them
(probably over 80%) the kisans should be the Congress.
But they are not. When they become conscious of their
non-violent strength, no power on earth can resist
them.

They must not be used for power politics. I
consider it to be contrary to the non-violent method.
Those who would know my method of organizing kisans
may profitably study the movement in Champaran
when satyagraha was tried for the first time in India
with the result all India knows. It became a mass
movement which remained wholly non-violent from
start to finish. It affected over twenty lakhs of kisans.
The struggle centred round one specific grievance
which was a century old. There had been several violent
revolts to get rid of the grievance. The kisans were
suppressed. The non-violent remedy succeeded in
full in six months. The kisans of Champaran became
politically conscious without any direct effort* The
tangible proof they had of the working of non-violence
to remove their grievance drew them to the Congress,
and led by Babu Brijkishoreprasad and Babu Rajendra-
prasad they gave a good account of themselvest during
the past Civil Disobedience campaigns.